
September 7, 2019 
 

Local Church Budget 
 

When Claudio Consuegra, the current Family Ministries 
Director of the North American Division, was a young man, 
he began attending the Seventh-day Adventist® Church and 
was receiving Bible instruction by the local church pastor. 
When they studied what the Bible said about tithes and 
offerings, Claudio became concerned. He had not been 
careful about money management and had fallen into a bad 
habit.  He would get paid on Thursday, but by Monday all his 
money would be gone. He would then borrow money from 
friends to hold him over until the next paycheck. 
 
When he was taught that God expects that the first 10 
percent of our income be returned, he figured that would not 
be possible. His paycheck now didn’t even last a week so, 
surely, finances would be even tighter with 10 percent less 
to spend. When he told his pastor of his concern, the pastor 
challenged him to test God and claim His promises. Claudio 
prayed and put God to the test.  The amazing thing is that the 
very first week he returned God’s tithe, his paycheck lasted 
until the next paycheck, even after paying back his debts. 
Since that day, more than 40 years ago, he has been 
returning God’s tithe and giving offerings faithfully, and God 
has shown His faithfulness and love to him and his family in 
many different ways. 
 
His daughters witnessed their parents’ faithfulness and now 
as married women they follow the same practice. His 
prayers and his obedience have shown them what it means 
to be a spiritual head of household, as men of God are called 
to be. 
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Local Church Budget 
 

Many years ago William Allen White, a famous newspaper 
editor in Emporia, Kansas, once gave a 50-acre tract of land 
to the city for a park.  At the dedication, he had a strange 
statement:    

“There are three kicks in every dollar.  Once kick is when you 
make it – and how I love to make a dollar!  Once is when you 
save it – and I have the Yankee lust for saving.  The third kick 
is when you give it away – and the biggest kick of all is the 
last one.” 

It seems Mr. White had discovered what Jesus taught twenty 
centuries earlier: “’It is more blessed to give than to receive’” 
(Acts 20:35, NKJV). Do you believe that?  Do you want a big 
“kick” from practicing generosity right here in your home 
church?  The expenses of operating this building are 
necessary and need your regular financial support.  Thank 
you for you faithfulness by helping to provide for the 
financial needs of this congregation.   
 

--Walter Brown and John Mathews 
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Local Church Budget 
 

Grandparents and grandchildren have a unique opportunity to 
learn lessons together across the generations. Grandparents 
have experienced the ups and downs of life, and can teach their 
grandchildren lessons of patience, planning, and perseverance 
so they can reach their goals in life. 
 
Grandparents can teach their grandchildren about saving, 
investing, spending, and giving. Perhaps they have experienced 
the ups and downs of the economy, so they can tell stories of 
what it’s like to have more some days and less at other times. 
 
Because many grew up and lived without much of the 
technology that surrounds us today, grandparents can teach 
their grandchildren how to communicate face-to-face and the 
importance of placing healthy boundaries around all of the 
technological gadgets that consume our time. Grandparents and 
grandchildren can do service projects together to help others 
make this world a better place.  One way to accomplish this is by 
volunteering on projects or activities in your church and 
community. As you spend time together, you can share 
principles and life lessons that will help your grandchildren 
grow to be healthy adults and committed Christians. 
 
The offering today is for the local church budget. The church can 
serve as the vehicle where people of different ages come 
together for the common goal of sharing the message of love 
from God to His children who don’t know Him yet. Our 
generosity is a lesson to God’s younger children and a tangible 
way to help others. 
 
—Claudio Consuegra, Family Ministries Director of the North American Division 
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Indiana Advance 
 

Elder Wayne Olson, at the time the associate pastor of the 
Battle Creek Tabernacle church in Michigan, was out making 
pastoral visits. As he left one house and was going over his 
notes in the car, a man approached the open car window 
holding a gun and demanding his wallet. Pastor Olson 
reached for his wallet and handed it over, and the man 
started to leave. Suddenly the pastor said, “Wait, you forgot 
something.” When the surprised man returned, the pastor 
handed him a copy of Steps to Christ. We will never know the 
result of that bold deed, at least not here on earth, and Elder 
Olson drove away unharmed.  
 
We almost shiver after hearing a story like that. What if it 
had been you or me? 
 
Many years ago, Matthew Henry, a well-known Bible scholar, 
was once robbed of his wallet. Knowing that it was his duty 
to give thanks in everything, he meditated on this incident 
and recorded in his diary the following: 
 
“Let me be thankful, first, because he never robbed me 
before; second, because although he took my purse, he did 
not take my life; third, because although he took all I 
possessed, it was not much; and fourth, because it was I who 
was robbed, not I who robbed.” 
 
And, of course, we wouldn’t want to be guilty of robbing 
God! So, let’s faithfully set aside our tithes and offerings to 
bring to God’s house each Sabbath. 
 


