
June 1, 2019 
 

Local Church Budget 
 

Mosquitoes, flies, poison ivy, ticks—these are some of the 
nuisances that we may have to cope with during the warmer 
months. More serious are the dangers associated with 
sunburn (or even skin cancer), drowning, and increased risk 
of automobile injury due to the crowded highways. 
 
But we should be even more concerned with the spiritual 
dangers that abound in summertime. Summer is when many 
spend more time in leisure activities, and sometimes 
because of travel and vacations our normal schedules are 
interrupted. It is much easier to neglect our personal 
devotions and attendance at our home church.  
 
This can have a lasting negative impact on some people. Any 
time the patterns of our lives are interrupted, for whatever 
reason, there is potential for profound spiritual change. 
 
On the positive side, summer presents wonderful 
opportunities for sharing our faith. We can stock our cars 
with literature and leave tracts in strategic places (inside of 
motel Bibles, in restrooms, for example). We can make new 
friends for Jesus in parks and camping areas and tourist 
sites. 
 
Faithful members mail in their tithes and offerings even 
when they are away, because they understand that their 
church’s needs continue in their absence. Thank you for 
remembering the needs of your local church family even 
when you’re away.  



June 8, 2019 

Local Church Budget 

Most of us think we could be happier if we had more money. 
Even those who are well off wish they had more. What 
would it take for us to be totally satisfied? 

Here is a quiz from the book of Proverbs.  The question is 
one of priorities.  Which is better? 

1) A little with the fear of the Lord, or great treasure with
trouble?  (15:16)

2) A dinner of herbs where love is, or a fattened calf with
hatred?  (15:17)

3) A little with righteousness, or vast revenues without
justice?  (16:8)

4) Wisdom or gold? (16:16)
5) Understanding or silver?  (16:16)
6) A dry morsel with quietness, or a house full of feasting

with strife?  (17:1)
7) A poor man with integrity or a fool? (19:1)
8) A good name or great riches?  (22:1)

Let us remember our priorities as we give to help our local 
church budget at this time. 

-- Walter Brown and John Mathews 



June 15, 2019 
 

Local Church Budget 
 

A pastor recounts: “Several years ago, I received a phone call 
from Mary, one of our church members. She sounded quite 
excited and wanted my wife and me to come by her house to 
hear a marvelous story. Her elderly mother and disabled 
brother had been living with Mary and her husband for 
several years, but the mother had recently died. Now, Mary 
was visiting the Social Security office to report her mother’s 
passing. Little did Mary know the surprise awaiting her: 
 
“She handed over the death certificate and was going to 
make arrangements to halt her mother’s monthly payments 
and change her brother’s payments to herself. Then the lady 
said to Mary, ‘What about the benefits from your father?’ To 
which Mary replied, ‘My father has been dead for many 
years.’ Then the lady got a strange look on her face and said, 
‘No, dear, your father is very much alive.’ Mary was totally 
shocked. Then the lady said, ‘Listen, I am not allowed to 
reveal his whereabouts, but if you will write a letter, we will 
forward it to him.’ 
 
“As it turned out, Mary’s parents had gone through a very 
bitter divorce when Mary and her brother were little, and 
her mother never told her about her father. Needless to say, 
a few days later her dad called from Chicago, and it brought 
an exceedingly happy reunion! And she was able to connect 
with half-sisters she never even knew about. God is so good.” 
 
On Father’s Day weekend, let us remember our local church 
family needs, and look forward to one day seeing our 
heavenly Father face to face! 
 



June 22, 2019 
 

Indiana Advance 
 

This is the time of year when many local conferences 
conduct their camp meetings, and what a blessing they are! 
Many of us have fond memories of camp meetings, and some 
have even met their future spouses there! 
 
Many years ago, a local conference had a big tent for their 
main meetings (and some still do). At the back was a wooden 
structure that served as the sound booth and the main 
control point for public address across the campus. In the 
booth, there was an intercom telephone that was connected 
to the various outlying departments. 
 
One of our pastors was on duty in the booth when a curious 
thing occurred. Just as someone on the platform was about 
to offer a prayer, the intercom phone rang, and the following 
situation took place: The pastor on the platform began with 
“Dear Lord…” and at that precise moment the pastor back in 
the booth, distracted, picked up the phone and in a rather 
strong stage whisper said “Ye-e-e-s.” Of course, everyone in 
the audience heard it and chuckled. 
 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have such direct answers to our 
prayers! 
 
Let us faithfully and generously support our local conference 
in our Indiana Advance projects, which include camp 
meeting and many other ministries. 
  



June 29, 2019 
 

Timber Ridge Camp 
 

Sabbaths are the best day of the week, especially at Timber 
Ridge Camp! 
 
As we are collecting this offering, Cub Campers, Ages 7-
10 are worshipping God in the beautiful outdoor bowl at 
Camp.  They have spent a week exploring, trying new, fun 
activities out in nature.  They have met new friends.  They 
have hung out with great Christian young adults who model 
what it means to be a follower of Jesus.   
 
Most importantly, they have learned more about their best 
friend Jesus and have been given the chance to dedicate their 
hearts to Him.   
 
Thanks for your prayers and continued financial support of 
Timber Ridge Camp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


