
July 6, 2019 
 

Local Church Budget 
 

In the year 2000, the General Conference session was held in 
Toronto, Canada. On July 4, the people of the city went to 
work and the General Conference did its normal business. 
You see, July 4 is not a holiday in Canada. It was a good 
reminder for us that “this world is not my home.” 
 
It may surprise you to learn that the United States is one of 
the few countries where the national flag is displayed in the 
church sanctuary. Adventists in other countries feel that that 
would be mixing politics with religion. Americans, of course, 
consider that they have a spiritual heritage received from 
the founding fathers of the nation. Their patriotism has 
almost a spiritual feeling to it. 
 
I personally have no problem displaying the flag or honoring 
our country, but the faithful Adventist always has in the back 
of his or her mind that someday even here the situation will 
change. Right now, we are prospering beyond measure and 
way too comfortable. Hopefully, we are taking full advantage 
of these conditions to be faithful in our stewardship and in 
sharing the gospel with others around us. 
 
Jesus told Pilate that His kingdom was not of this world. As 
we celebrate the birth of our nation this month, let us also 
bear in mind our greater loyalty to Christ, and continue to 
strive for the coming of His kingdom. And let us support His 
kingdom work by giving to our local church this morning. 
  



July 13, 2019 
 

NAD Women’s Ministries 
 

Today’s offering is for the North American Division (NAD) 
Women’s Ministries, which was first established in 1898 at 
the urging of Ellen G. White. In the book Evangelism, we find 
her marching orders to the women of the church: “The Lord 
has a work for women as well as for men. They may take 
their places in His work at this crisis, and He will work 
through them. If they are imbued with a sense of their duty 
and labor under the influence of the Holy Spirit, they will 
have just the self-possession required for this time. The 
Saviour will reflect upon these self-sacrificing women the 
light of His countenance, and will give them a power that 
exceeds that of men. They can do in families a work that men 
cannot do, a work that reaches the inner life. They can come 
close to the hearts of those whom men cannot reach. Their 
labor is needed” (Evangelism, p. 464). 
  
All across the North American Division, from the United 
States to Canada and from Bermuda to Guam-Micronesia, the 
women of the church are engaged in serving others. They 
give Bible studies, hold evangelistic series, and minister to 
those in shelters for battered and homeless women. They 
provide for the needs of families seeking refuge on our 
shores from oppressive regimes, teach classes in English as a 
second language, tutor school children, and make bags of 
love for children who are displaced from their homes or 
their parents. The women of the church are making a 
significant difference in their communities and their 
congregations. I invite you to make a generous gift today to 
affirm their work and ministry. 
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Local Church Budget 
 

Several years ago, a pastor was preparing to officiate at his 
son’s wedding in Minnesota. It was Saturday evening after 
sunset, and all were at the church going through the 
rehearsal. 
 
The groom, the best man, and the dad were up on the 
platform awaiting the entrance of the bridal party. The 
flower girl proceeded, pretending to scatter flower petals as 
she went. Next came the Bible boy, empty-handed, 
pretending to carry a Bible. So, the pastor remarked, “Hmm, 
an invisible Bible.” Without missing a beat, the best man 
quipped, “Yes, it’s the Clear Word!” And of course, everyone 
had a good laugh. 
 
Many thousands have been blessed by Dr. Jack Blanco’s Bible 
paraphrase, The Clear Word, as well as by his life story as a 
little boy in Germany. How clear is God’s Word to you and 
me? 
 
God has made it clear in His Word about returning tithe and 
giving offerings. His desire is for us to remember that He is 
our Great Provider for all of our needs. 
 
Today’s offering goes to our local church budget. At this 
midpoint of the year, please make it a matter of earnest 
prayer regarding your giving. God has tremendous blessings 
in store for you if you are faithful! 
 
 
  



July 27, 2019 
 

Indiana Advance 
 

If you were to ask the average person on the street, “What is 
the church?”, they might reply, “It’s a building.” We as 
Christians know that the church is much more than a 
building—it is a building made of people. First Peter 2:5 says 
that we are living stones being built into a spiritual building. 
The people are the building materials, and they are also the 
building. The Holy Spirit lives inside us. We are literally 
God’s temple. 
 
There are different types of buildings, and there are different 
types of building materials. There are foundation stones, and 
there are windows, and shingles, and many other parts, and 
in their place, they are irreplaceable. Shingles don’t make 
good windows, and windows don’t make good foundations, 
but in fulfilling their role they are indispensable. Paul related 
this in 1 Corinthians 12, using the metaphor of the body, 
each part with a different, but important role. 
 
What would this building be without all of its valuable parts, 
and what if you were missing body parts? You would be 
impaired, less able to function. The same with the church, 
which is made up of people. Without everyone doing their 
part, we are not able to function as we could. And just as an 
arm or a leg would get weak and atrophy without exercise, 
so the individual Christian will grow weak without using 
their gifts. 
 
Today, God is again giving us the opportunity to exercise the 
gift of generosity and faithfulness. Let us all give cheerfully. 
 
-Pastor Jason Brooks, adapted from a church newsletter 
 


