
February 2, 2019 
 

Local Church Budget 
 

People who have money are perceived as powerful people, 
and poor people are considered weak and powerless. We 
guess it will always be so in this world. Yet Jesus was 
powerful, despite being poor in this world’s goods. It is just 
another one of the Bible’s apparent contradictions. 
 
Since money is power, it is a tool either for good or for evil. 
When we are faithful in our giving, we are empowering the 
church to do its appointed work. When we are not, the 
opposite is true. 
 
A witty person once said, “There are three kinds of givers—
the flint, the sponge, and the honeycomb. To get anything out 
of the flint, you must hammer it, and then you only get chips 
and sparks. To get anything out of the sponge, you must 
squeeze it, and the more you squeeze, the more you will get. 
But the honeycomb just overflows with its own sweetness. 
Some people are stingy and hard; they give nothing away if 
they can help it. Others are good-natured; they yield to 
pressure, and the more they are pressed, the more they will 
give. A few delight in giving without being asked at all; and of 
these the Bible says, ‘The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.’” 
 
“What’s in your wallet?” says a commercial. Whether in a 
wallet or a purse, or even under the mattress or in a bank 
account, money is power. It can help the gospel to go 
speedily. It can reach a hungry, lonely heart with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 



February 9, 2019 
 

World Budget/Adventist Television Ministries 
 

On February 14, 1991, a pastor received a phone call from 
another pastor inviting him to go as a translator on a mission 
trip to build a church in the Dominican Republic. Their other 
translator had had a change of plans, so he was asked to go 
with only two days’ notice. 
 
After a week away from home living in rather primitive 
conditions, how good it felt to take a nice hot shower and 
crawl into one’s own clean bed! How nice to get back to 
“normal”! 
 
However, “normal” for millions of the people of the world 
means living constantly on the edge of starvation; barely 
surviving, scraping by on only a few dollars per year; living 
in a tiny wooden cabin, eight or more people to a family; 
walls covered with newspaper; carrying water from the 
community faucet; washing “clothes” (maybe more like rags) 
by hand at the same faucet or in the nearby river.  And yet . . . 
one member of the mission group commented, “How can 
they be so happy?””  
 
I encourage you today to support the World Budget, which 
includes Adventist Television Ministries such as Hope TV, 
Faith for Today, Breath of Life, It is Written, and others. These 
ministries help spread the Gospel to around the world. And 
let’s help these joyful people come to know the source of 
their joy! 
 



February 16, 2019 
 

Local Church Budget 
 

While we have been called to go out into the world and make 
disciples for Jesus, we can’t forget that we have a mission 
field inside the walls of our own home.  Ellen G. White wrote 
in the book, The Adventist Home, “Our work for Christ is to 
begin with the family, in the home…There is no missionary 
field more important than this” (p. 35). 
 
As parents, we play the most important role in the life of our 
children as we disciple them to be followers of Jesus and 
accept His free gift of forgiveness and eternal life. While we 
may teach them, it is much more important that we show 
them what it means to be a disciple. 
 
When you set aside the tithe and offerings, write a check and 
put it inside the envelope, or when you go online to do the 
same, invite your child to sit by you and explain to them 
what you’re doing and why. Your example of gratitude for 
God’s goodness, of joyfully giving, and financial support of 
the ministry of the church is critically important as they 
develop these same traits. 
 
Today is Christian Parenting Day. Give your child the tithes 
and offerings you have brought and let them place them in 
the offering plate. Since today’s offerings are for the local 
church budget, take the time to explain to your child what 
that means and what the funds will be used for. You will be 
planting in their minds the importance of supporting the 
ministry of your local church. 
 
Claudio Consuegra, NAD Family Ministries 
 
 



February 23, 2019 
 

Indiana Advance 
 

George Washington, the first U.S. President and “father of 
our country,” was highly respected for his integrity, 
leadership, and strong character. While the story of his 
chopping down the cherry tree may be apocryphal, it does 
portray his honesty. His humility is shown in his reluctance 
to serve as President, despite having led his troops to victory 
in the Revolutionary War. And his true heart showed up in 
the fact that he was the only president to completely free his 
slaves at his death. He was the only President to enter office 
upon the unanimous vote of his electors. 
 
Abraham Lincoln, also known as “Honest Abe,” towered over 
his people not only physically but morally. He was a six-foot 
four-inch be a man of prayer. Stories of his honesty include 
the one about when he was a store clerk and accidentally 
overcharged a customer by six cents. As the store was 
closing for the evening he discovered his mistake, and 
walked three miles to the customer’s house to return the 
money. 
 
Are we people of honesty and integrity? An “integer” is a 
whole number, as opposed to a fraction like one-half; so 
“integrity” can be said of one who “has it all together.” Do 
these values show up in our stewardship of God’s tithe and 
our offerings? 
 
Our local conference is well deserving of our support, as it 
ministers to us through youth camps, camp meetings, church 
building programs, etc. Give generously today. 
 


